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CHAPTER 32-6A. ADEQUATEPRC(GRAM FOR EDUCATION IN
GEORGIA

I. 'SHORT TITLE AND PURPOSE

32-601a Short title
This Chapter shall be known and may be cited as 'the "Adequate

Program-for Education in _Georgia Act."

32-602a Establishment of Adequate Program for Education in
Georgia 44

The General Assembly of Georgia, recognizing the need for:
Providing an equitably finance ublic educational structure assuring
each Georgian an adequate educ 'onal opportunity; establishing and
Maintaining commtt minimurh standards on a statewide basis which
%pre that each child may attend a standard and certified school;
pagAddiiig each child with access to a quality program which will allow
personal development as well as career training; an adequate program of
general education which will provide students with !the knowledge arid
understanding necessary to develop good physical and mental health, to
deal effectively and responsibly with others, to participate actively in
the governing prodess, to conserve the.environment`,*and to bveffective
workers and responsible citizens; providing for a Program assessment
and improvement plan which focuses on staff development first, and

.then on the processes for change which include adequate planning,
research and experimental programs leading to continued improvement
of public education in Georgia; making. teaching as attractive and
rewarding a profession as possible in order to attract, hold and fully
utilize competent professional personnel in the public school systems in
this State; providing for the most efficient use of the school facilities so'
that a broader curriculuN., and more flexible programming will be
available to, students throughout tiae calendar year; providing a method
whereby all .Geotgiang shall pajr their fair share of the cost of such
programs;-providing a means whereby the foregoing needs might more
readily be inet'in orderto provide an adequate education for the
citizens of the State and to discharge the responsibilities and obligations
of the State- to ensure a literate and informed society does hereby

.establish an Adequate Program for Education in Georgia fgr its citizens.

II. INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES

32-603a Policy'lif the State as to instructional services
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the State of Georgia to

assure that each Georgian has access to (panty, instruction designed to
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'develop his capacities to the maximum through programs that m t his
developmptal and remedial educational needs. To implement this
policy, the State shall assure that funds will be available for
instructional personnel, media and equipment, and other necessary
operating expenses for general and occupational education for children,
youth and adUlts, including those with special needs.

32:604a General and occupational education
(a) Except as 'otherwise provided by subsection (b) of this Section,

all children who have attained the age of six by December 31 of a fiscal
year and all youth who have not yet received a high school diploma or
its equivalent shall be eligible for enrollment in the general education
and occupational'programs, includiriveenage students who are married
or unmarried, a parent, or pregnant. Provided, however, the State Board
of Education shall have authority to determine the eligibility of young
children and adults for enrollment in programs of early childhood
education and adult education programs of general, basic, and
vocational-education. The local units of administration shall have the
authority to assign students who are married or unmarried, pregnant, or
a parent, or a combination thereof, to programs of instruction within
Its regular daytime educational program, provided, that a local unit of
administration may develop 'and implement special programs of
instruction limited to such students within the regular daytime
educational program. These programs may include instruction
prenatal care and child care. It is hereby declared to be the polic
the State of Georgia that general and occupational educati
integrated into a comprehensive educational program whi
contribute to the total development of the individual. Therefo
the student's best interest to promote coordination and c
between the schools and the community, including
industry, to provide the students an opportunity to par
learn from community life. It is declared further that t
this integrated program shall be to prepare studen
including frreparaJion for a job or advanced stud
chOsen cared- fie)d.

c(b) Beginning with the first fiscal year follow'
32-607a of this Act, providing for preschci
implemented and funded on a Statewide basis,
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may require children to have attained t e age of six by any date not
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earlier than September 1 or later than December 31 of a fiscal year in
order to enroll in the local unit's general education and occupational
prograrn.

Special education
(a) 11 'children and youth who are eligible for the 'general

-educatilon program, Rreschool edUcation, or. who have special
educational needs and three and four year old children who are either
physically, mentally 'or emotionally. handicapped or perceptually or
linguistically deficient shall also be eligible for special education
services. Children, ages 0-5 years, whose handicap is so severe as to
necessitate early education intermtion may be eligible for special
education services. Chililrenand youth Tith special needs are those who

,lave emotional, physical, communicative, or intellectual deviations, or
. a Combination thereof, to the degree that there- is interference with
schbol achievements or adjustments, or prevention of full' academic
attainment and who require modifications or alterations- in their
educational' iirograms, This definition includes children who are
intellectually gifted, mentally retarded physically handicapped, speech
handicapped, be haviSrally disordered, ;hospital or homebound, .

handicapped by a sp'ecific learning disability, multihandicapped,
autistic, hearing impaired, 'visually impaired and any other areas' of
special needs which may 'be identified. The State Board of Education
shall adopt classification criteria for each area of special need to be
served on a Statewide basis, both for students to be served in, e4
self- contained'setting and those who can be served effectively in 'the
regular classroom by itinerant pelsonnel.

(b) Local units of administration shall, subject to any limitations
hereinafter specified, proved a. special education program for all
students with special needs ho.are residents of their school systems,
either by establishing and aintainingp such educational facilities and
niploying such professional orkers'as are nelid by these students tor
y entering into a bontract fth other school' systems or Cooperative

Edubational SerVice Agencies f r such services:
(c) The State Board. of ducation shall have the authority 'to

provide educational and training services for children Ailio have special
educational needs .such as ernotioAl, physical, communicative, or
intellectual deviations, or any combination thereof, to the degretthat
there is interference with school achievements or adjustments, or
prevention, of full academic attainment, and who require modifications
or alterations in their educational program. This definition includes
children who are mentally retarded, physically handicapped, speech
handicapped, multiple handicapped, autistic, intellectually gifted, hear-

, t.
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ing impaired, visually impaired, and any other areas otL special needs
which may be identified. The Stale Board of Education may provide
sucheduogional and training services by:

(1) ,contracting with or making grants to suitable,private or public
institutions, oir with both public and private institutions, inside or
outside the State of Georgia*for the provision of such services;
(2) contracting with suitable public agencies and derraTtments,

including institutions in which. eligible children are confined and
outpatient centers serving eligible children. inside and outside the State
of Georgia, f the provision of such services; or
' (3) enterin into reciprocal agreements with other states or politicb
subdivisions the' of for the provision of such-services,

(d). The Sta Board of Education may prom'ulgate ;any rules,
regulations and standards and.oestablish the terms and conditions
governing the provision Of State aid hereunder and perform any and a1,1
acts necessary or proper to carry out the provisions, intent and purpose
of thissection.,

e(e) It is further provided that every child and youth eligible for
special education services shall have access to a quality program on or
before two years after the date this Act becomes taw.

-32-606a Compensatory education
(a) The State Board of Education shall promulgate

regulatiorA and standards lind establish the terms and conditions
necessary to implement programS, of compensatory education.
Compensatory education shall include, but shall not be limited to
programs of remedial reading, mathematics, and such other programs ag
are needed.

(b) The State Board of Education shall annually determine the
number of students needing ccympensaWryeducation and the estimated
State cost of such program for the next fiscal year, and submit such
information to the Office of Planning and Budget.mew

32-607a Preschool education
(a) A preschool program which shall be at least on a 'one-half day;

basis for a I 80-day school year shallbe madcavailableto all ctiildrep,.
whO have attained age 5 by Septembef 1 of a fiscal year.

(b) It is hereby declared to be/the policy of,the State of Georgia,
that the principal resp6risibility for developmental skills of young
children lieswith the parents and that the purpose of this program is to
supplement the resources which merits have available to meet the
distinctive mental, physical and emOonal needs, of their children. In
acknowledgment of this policy, enrollment of phildren into the
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preschool program will,be on a voluntary basis, except in those school
districts which by law now require attendance in a public preschool
program. .

c.
32-608a Adult education- '
(a) The State Board of Education shall maintain an Adult General

Education Program within the ,State. This program shall provide
instniction in basic skills and subjects to individuals 18 years of age and
older who have left school and who have less than an eighth gra&
education or Its equivalent. Instruction ina variety of skills and subjects
may be provided for individuals who have more than an eighth grade
educatiop or its equivalent. Priority shall ,be 'given to elimination of
illiteracy in the 'State and to the attainment of a General Educational
Devel2pment (GED) equivalency diploma. Programs of general
educatTn 'for adults should serve to improve the ability of the
individual to profit from occupational training and meet adult
responsibilities more effectively.

(15) The State Board of Education is hereby authorized and
impowered to receive 'Federal funds allotted' to Georgia under acts of
Congres§ appropriating Federal fun,ds for Adult Education. The .Board
shall establish policies, regulations; and Standards relating to
implementation and operation of general education programs for
adults. To be eligible for State ant Fedeyal funds, all programs shall be
operated in accordance with the -*State Board of"Education 'policies,
regulations, and standard* The. provisions of any-other Section of this
Act notwithStanding, the' State Board shall annually request of the
General Assembly, funds for Adult Genera) Education and is hereby
authorized to utilize such StatiF and Federal funds to 'contract with
local. units of administration and other public agencies to finance Adult
General Education for eligible indiVi uals.

,

32-609a Establishment of of er , special, programs- of education;
allotment of teachers and otherperst;n0e1; sharing of costs

(a) The State Board of Edudatiorrshall have authority to provide
for implementatiOn of othsr educational programs not ordinarily
coming within the prescribed curricula of the public schools, which
may or, may, not require use by local .limits of additional specially
qualified personnel and special equipment necessitating .allotment of
additional personnel and funds.- The State Boant is 'authorized to
establish , priorities, standards and criteria for inNementation and
operation of such programs as the; board may, in its, discretion, find
necessary o'r desirable to implement on a Statewide basis. Local units
may, prior to implementation of such programs by the State Board,

-

a
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Implement such programs locally in accord'ance rth criteria and
standards prescribed by the State Board. The State Board shall, ugon.,`
implementation of, such prograttas, establish a 'uniforfn basis for
allotment of additional personnel and funds if such addition&
allotmen6 are necessary for operation'of such programs.

(b) The State Board' of EducatioR shall annually determine the
amount of funds needed for operation of the State schools for the deaf
and blind and such other special schools for exceptional persons.as may
be established by the State Boaid of Education. Such funds shall be
made available for the operation of these schools under rules and
regulations prescribed by the State Board of Education.

(c) The State Board ,of Education shall annually determine the
amount of funds needed for elementary and secondary programs
operated within correctional institutions, hospitals, mentginstitutions
and other such programs. The State Board of Education shall annually'
allot additional -funds to.local units ofadministration wherein State
Boards maintain an institution primarily for the ,detention of persons
within school age, and operates within such institution an elementary',
secondary Or vocational school for the education of such school age
childien,twhich shall be sufficient to enable the local unit to furnish
certified teachers and other professional personnel to such school and
institution in atcordance with the State minimum salary chedule:
Provided, however, that the course of instruction offered in sail school
shall meet minimum academic requirements and standards prekribed
for operation of the public schools of the local unit. The State Board is

;#utliorized, in its-discretion, to Make an allotment of addjtional funds
to' the localunit for employment of such teachers and other
professional personnel for an additiohal two months during the fiscal
school year where the school in such institution is operated on a
12-month basis.

(d) The _State Board of Education is hereby authoriied to
inauguarvate a .ttide'nt honors program for pupils in the publit and
private high schools of this State who have manifested exceptional
abilities, unique potentials, or who have made exceptional academic

'achievementfk.Such program may be conducted diking §ummermonths
between norivAtIschool year 'terms at institutions of higher learning or
other appropriate, center's within this State,with facilities adequate to
provide chatte'riging opportunities for advanced stud and

st.

aecom plishm en t such students. The student honors program shall
be implements and operated in accordance with criteria to be
established by t e State Board, an operating arid pupil costs arid
expenses may, b paid by the Sta! Department of Education from
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funds made available for this purpose by the State Board. The State
c,ard is authorized to enter...into coopera.ti*.agreements with the

Board of Regent, foy operating and sharing the costs Orwell programs.
(e) The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to engage in

or' to. otherwise 'mai& provision for, educational research into all
'methods of instruction and edu'cation of children and youth, to spdlisor
conferences, study groups and workshpps, and to conduct research or
educatig,demonstrations, experimentation, field tests and such other
projects as may, in the opinion of the board, tend to support, improve
or strengthen the public school- istem of this State,. the quality of
educttion.provided Georgia's children <Id youth in the publicschools
of this State and the qualifications and` technical skills of professional
personnel employed in' the public schoolsof:this State, and is hereby
authorized to employ Of contract for services of specialists and
others aS may be necessary or desirable for such purposes and to
cooperate with public school syttems, and public and private
educational jnstitutions and agencies within or without the State for
such? purposes. The State Board .may provide for the allotment of
education funds for the purposes provided forin this section.

(f)' The State Board Of Education may allot funds to locp1 units of
administrdtion in.accordance with A local plan for staff development to
improve their personnel provided that the plan has been approved by
the State"Board. Funds for staff development shall he based on the
number of professional units allotted by the State Board tb loc'al units
of administration. The State Board shall be authorized .to make
payments for additional activities beyond the regular school day or year
as an integral part of the plan-,for staff development. It is further
provided that the State Board of Education may allot funds to support
superyision and asseSsment activities for student teachers and beginning
teachers in accordance with an approved program that meets standards
eaallished by the State Board. The supervision and, assessment of
student teachers' and beginning teachers may include support. to
supplement the salaries of ingructional personnel who supervise

' student teachers and beginning feacheri. The State. Board of Education
is with fized to establish the rate for reimbursement of Said salary
supple r eats.

, .

'32 10a Allotment of instruc on ants; amOunt of funds needed
for payment of salaries of instructional personnel ,

(a) The State Board of Education shall-annu'aly allot instruc tional
units to local units of administration on .the following basis and
adjusted 'as provided for in sections 3-637a and '32)642a: \
. (I) General education: 0,e instructional unit per 2'5 pupils in

7 / lo /,
7
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average, daily attendance in grades 1-12 Provided, however, -in those
systems that do not provide an education program approved by the
'State Board of Education containing both gs,untrai and vocational
education, the instructional unit, ratio shall be one nAtructional unit per
27 pupils in average daily attendance in grades 6-12.

(2) Vocational education one instructional ung for each three
State approved vocational education teachers in grades 7-12.

(b) During a fiscal year the amount of funds distributed to any
local unit for this purpose shall not be exiess of the amount actually
required by 'the local' unit for paymerrt of salaries' of instructional
personnel actually employedby the local unit of administration. The
amount of funds needed by 4a local unit to pay salaries of instructional
personnel_ shall be determined in- one of the following manners for each
instructional unit allotted,_ther:

(I) the State minimum salary' on a 10-months basis as provided fir
in section -32-656a if a certified teacher is 'employed for the
instructional unit; or

' (2) the average salary for certlfiLated profesgional personnel with a
balhelor's degree funded under this section if licensed instructional

-personnel are employed for the instructional unit.
(c) A local unit of administration may 'use up to one-thivl of the

funds earned 'from its allotted instructional units to employ
instructioual personnel. Provided, hoWeVer, that the State Board of
Education has approVed the program improvement:plan which describes
how these funds will be utilized.

(d) The State Board of Education shall alloflo each local unit of
adniinistration a full allotment unit for each. major fraction above an
allotments unit: pertaining to sections' 32-605a, 32-607a, 3'2-610*
32-612a, 32.620a, 32-621a,,and 32-624a,

32-611a Career, occupational anti vocational education
(a) The State Board of Education shall maintain a comprehensive

program of career, occupational and vocational education. The purpose
of this program shall be to provide,occupational training and retraining
to Meet the needs of individual citizens and the manpower needs of
business and industry within_ ehe_State. This program shall be designed.
to prepare individuals for gainful employment, including homemaking,
.as semiskilled or skilled workers or technicians or sub,prolessionals in
recognized occupations and in new and emerging occtipations and to
prepare indivAuals 'for enrollment in advanced technical education

),programs. This pr=ogram shall p ovide for vocational guidance and,
counseling, ins.trucIion related o the -occiipation or occupations for
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which dent is in training, and instruction necessary for students,
to benefit from suchtraining. Activities related thereto may include,
but shall not be limited to, vocational youth clubs job placement and
followup, leadership developmpt, staff travel; student- transportation;
staff and ,development ;' research, development and
demon ration; special for handicapped, disadvantaged and
gifted.

(b) Any other SectiOn of this Act ncttwithstanding,,tho State Board
shall gnnually determine the amo'un't of flinds needed to provide career,
occupational and vocational education programs for in-school youth
and fot out-of-school youth and adults, and shall annually request the.
General Assembly tq mike such appropriations as are needed. The State
Board of Education .is hereby authorized, and impowered as the sole_

State agency to receive Federal funds allotted to Georgia under 'the
Vocational- Education Act or other Acts' of Congress appropriating.

',Federal funds for career, 'occupational or vocational education or for
career, occupational and vocational education.

The prOvisions of any other Section of this Act
notwithstanding, the State Board of Education is hereby authorized to
pPovide funds to-Iocal units "or adminfitratiOn and to other Stale and
local agencies to be used for career, occupatibnal -and vocational
education,programs.

(d) The provisions of any other:Section of this -Act

notwithstanding, the State Board of Education may adopt such salary
and salary supplement scheclules-^geerned necessary' to carrry , out the
provisions of.. subsection '(c) hekof and shall establish policies,
regulations,' and d standards relating to and necessary for the

--, implementation of this Section.

3 2-612a Allotment of elementary instructional pec -ialisth: amount
of funds needed for payment of salaries of such'ijersOnnel .

,Annually, the State Board of .Education shall allot elementary,
instructional skecialists to local units of administrationion the basis of
one elementary instructional specialist per 15 inStnictional units in
grades' 1-7. The purpose of these elementary instructional spe6ialists
shall be to.meet the special instructional needs of sttudents inart,,music,
and physiil education, provided, however, that anring the fiscal year
the amount of funds distributed to any local unitior this purpose shall

not b'e in excess of the amount actually required by the loCal unit for
payment of salaries df instructional specialists actually employed by the
local unit. The amount of funds heeded by a local unit to pay salaries
of elementary instructional specialists shall be determined = op a
10-month basis in accordance. with the-State minimum salary schedule

r
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providedfor in section 3'2-656a.

32 -613a Instructional media
The amount of funds needed by a local unit of administration durnig

a fiscal year for the maintenance, repair, and purchase of instructional
'media, including soft-covered as well as hard-covered text and library
books and consumable as well as nonconsumable supplies, shall be
determined by' multiplying the number of instructional units allotted to
the local unit undtr sections 32.605a, 32-610a and 32-612a by a sum of
money which shat not be less than $500. The State Board of Education
shall, have the authority to prescribe minimum requirements and
standards for the purchase, distribution, and use of such instructional

-media, and for the use of funds allotted under this section.

32-614a Instructional equipment
The State Board of Education shahrant funds to local units of

administration for the purchase, maintenance, repair and replacement
of equipment for instructional laboratories and for special education
classrooms. The.,State Board of Education shall have the authority to
prescribe mininiftm requirements and standards, for the purchase
distribution, and use of such instructional equipment, and for the use.
offundsallotted under this section.

32-61.5a Amount of funds needed for payment of maintenance and
operation

The amount of funds needed by a local unit of administration during.
, a fiscal, year for maintenance and operation expenses for instructional
programs not otperwise provided for in sections 32-610a through
32-617a shall be determined by multiplying the,number of instructional
units- allotted to 'the local unit of administration under provisions of
sections 32-605a, 32-610a and 32-612a by a ,sung, of money not less
than 1.,1,500. The State I3Oard of V,ducation thali define the term.
"maintenance; and Operation expenses" and 'Shall have the authority. to
prescribe minimum requirements and standards for the distribution,
,use, and expenditure of funds allotted under this section.

. 32-616a Amount of funds needed for payment of sick andpersonal
leave expenses

(a) -The amount of funds needed by a local unit of. administration.
during a fiscal year for, sick and personal leave expenses shall be.
determined by multiplying the numger of instructional units allotted tp
the local, unit' of administration under provisions of sections 32-605a,

32-0 la, 32-612a, (32-620a, and 32-621a, by a sum of money
.%.r4ot less than k12.5i ,The State Board of Education shall have the

10 1.3
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atithority to prescribe minimum, requirements and standards for the
distribution, use and expenditure of funds allotted under this section.

(b) The amount of funds needed by a lo-cal unit of administration
during a fiscal year for sick and personal leave expinges of school bus
drivers shall be determined by multiplying the number of school busses ,

allotted to a loc0 unit of administration pursuant ta Section 25 of this
Act by a sum of money not less than $75.00. The State Board of
Education shall have the authority to prescribe minimum requirements'
and standards fOr the distribution, use and expenditure of funds
allotted under this subsection.

/
32-617a Amoun of funds needed for travel expenses ,
The amount unds needed by a local unit of administration during

a fiscal year f payment of travel .expenses to be incurred by visiting
teachers, structional supervisors, itinerant special education
personne ersonne,1 supervising high school students engaged in a work
experie e; and other local school personnel required to travel in
con Lion with their assigned duties,shall be determined by the State
B d of Education in accordance with regulations prescribed by the

ate' Board authorizing such travel and presci-ibing uniform rates,
standards, requirements and allowances for such pprposes.

32-61ga ?unpin of funds needed for compensatory education
expenditures .

The State Board of Education shall have the authority to establish
minimum requirements and standards for distribution, use, and
expenditure .of funds allotted to local units of administration 'to
implement section 32-6064;

32-619a Amount of funds needed for driver education expenses
(a) The State Boar 0. of Education shall reifnburse local units)efo'

administration for the direct cost_ of providing driver education
Programs to public school students who hold a valid driver's or learner's
license: Provided, however, that .the reimbursement does not exceed
$50 per student who successfully completes the program.

(b) The State Board of Education olialr have the authority to
establish minimum requirements and standards for distribution, use,
and expenditure of funds allotted under this section to local units of
administration.

III. SUPPORTIVE SERVICES

32-620a Student services support personnel
(a) The State Board of Education shall annually allot student

14



services support personnel to local units of administration an tlie basis
of one psi- 400 pupils in average daily' attendance in the local unit of
administration, adjusted as provided for in sectic9 32-637a and
32-642a. 'Student services support personnel shall include, for the
purposes of allotment under this section elementary and secondary
counselors, school psychologists; psychometrists;and visiting teat 1g:

(b) Further, the State Board of Educati shall allot student
services support personnel to Local units of ministration in the
position category of job placement director o the hjsis of one per
5,000 pupils in average, daily attendance i the local unit of
administration during. the, first four months o the preceding school
year, adjusted as provided for in sections 32-63 and 32-642a. The
duties o:Ethe.job. placement director shall include, but not be limited to,
assistine classroom teachers and other student services support
personnel in the advisemsent of student services relative to career
eicplaration experiences, work experiences and -employment
opportunities; the coordination. of effiploiment placement
opportunities and activities with Employment Security Office of the
State"Labor Department; and to make follow-up reports and studies of
the ernploymut experiences and work history of high school graduates.

(c) TheSate Board 0-Education shall further allot student services
support personnel to local units allf ackrninistration in the position
.category of adult education guidance personnel on the basis of one per
400 aduyeducational and adult vocational education students in
average daily attendance in the local unit during the first four months
of the preceding schobl year, adjusted as Provided for in sections
32-637a and 32-642a. The duties of adult educational guidance
personnel shall include, but not be limited to, the assessment)and
determination of the educational achievement levels and. needs of adult
education and adult vocational education studenis; identify the
availability of acrd help obtaiti the .services of other State and local
agencies for said students, develop career plans and objectives for said
students, and assist in identifying, obtaining and retajning employment
opportunities.

. (d) The State Board of Education shall establish policies,
procedures ,and regulations which will allow those local units of
administration, which do not have sufficient enrollments to receive a
full position allocation for job placement director and adult education
guidance personnel as described and authorized in paragraphs (b) and
(c) of this Section, to combine such partial allocations with other local
units of administration for the purpose of obtaining the services of the
personnel herein, described or to transfer such partial allocation to a



Cooperatiye Education Service Agency for the purpose of obtaining the
services described herein.

32-621a Administrative and supervisotyiseriices
(a) The State Board of Education shall annually allot administrative

and supervisory personnel to local units' of administration, exceiiilas-
,

provided for in this -section, on the bais of one per' 190 pupils in
average daily attendance in the local unit of administration adjusted as.
provided for in sections 3"2-637a and 32-642a. Administrative and
supervisory personnel positions provided by this allotment'' shall
include, but hot be limited to, principals, assistant principals, librarians,
curriculum specialists, directors of curriculum and community school
coordinators.

(b) The State Board of Educatidn shall further allot professional
central administrative perton'nel to all local units Qf,administration on
the basis of a one per 3,300 pupils in average daily attendance in the
local unit of administration, adjusted as provided for' in sections

32-637a and 32-642a. The a ministrative positions provided by this
allotment shall include, but' of be limited to, plant operations and
maintenance, transportation, od service, instructional supervision,
finance and business services, planning and evaluation and direction of
community business services, planning and evaluation and direction of
community school programs. For those local units of administration
which do not earn sufficient central administration personnel, the State
Board of Education is, authorized to prescribe uniform requirements.
and 'procedn4s to allow a local unit of administration to utilize all or
any part of its central administration personnel allotments in
conjunction with one or more, local units of administration or with a
Cooperative Education Service Agency. trovided, however, personnel

allotments, earned .under the provision of this section may not be
assigned'for use as classroom teachers, or other personnel designated in.
subsection (a) of this Section. .

(c) The State Board, of Education shall be authorized to fund
professional' personnel positions to local units of ,administration as
follows:

s( I ) presc 4; leadership positions on the basis of one to each 50
preschool inst, ,ctional units; and

(2) Special education leadership positions on the basis of one to
each 40 special educ tion instructional units.

(d) During thelfrxt school year the amount of funds distributed to
any local unit for the purpose of funding the, positions authorized in
subsections (a), (b) and (c) hereof shall not be in excess of the amount
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actually required by the local it 'for pigment of salaries of
certiQcated professional pelsonn actually emplOyecl by the, local units
of administration. The amount o furids needed:14 a local unit,to pay

.the salaries of certificated profes onal personnel shall be determined on
a 10-month basis in actordanee AN/MI the State minimum salary schedule
provided for in section 32-656a. The State Board of Education is
authorized to 'prescribe uniform requirements and afinimum standArds
respecting utilizatiqn of State-allotted rfrofessional+ersonne1;

32-022a Food services ,
` '(a) The State Board of Education shall annually deterrm e t e

amount funds needed to provide a Statewide school lunch program.
The State Board shill, by regulation, provide. for certifying and
classifying school lunch supervisors and managers and establish training
prograrrfsjor school lunch personnel. The State Board of Education is
'hereby' authorized to provide for the payment of operating costs of
schoo lunchrooms, including breakfast costs for those studen4 eligible
unde Federal guidelines, State supplements to the ,salaries-wid such
per nnel by local units of administration and State'incentive pay for
sat'sfactory completion of Such training prOgrams.. State funds shall bb
us d to supplement Federal' funds, as a means of keeping sale prices

thin reach of paying chilclgii, and of maximr participation and
uality 'of meals for all children.. . .'.

,,.
0

(b) The State Board of Education is authorized to prescribe by/
appropriate rules and regulation,s4that there maybe included as part or
the program of every public school in this State a course of instruction
in nutrition, hygiene, etiquette and the social-gracq Terating to the
partaking of meals and is further authorii,ed to allot,funds, in a,manner
consistent with the funding for the o er various components of the
instructional program, for the rei Ctrsement of costs to local units of
administration for costs direct associated, with, this program, There
shall be utilized in the course. Of instruction the full -resources available
to each 'individual school': including its cafeteas, school lunch
personnel and all practi'al demonstrations in -t e preparation and
consumption of food 'which shall be necessary to formulate a

. 'comprehensive course of instruction in such subject matter: Any period
of the school day may be utilized' for the teaching of this course:of
instructibn, including that period usually reserved'for the lunch period.

,1 $ .
32-623a, School 1e serices . .. .
The State Board otEducation shall devise, 'develop and implement

uniforin policies; regulations and 'procedures to 'ensure that the
provision of school health services will be an integral.part of the total. .

14 17 ,



instructional process in each local unit of adminitration.

32-624a Clerical
The State Boarg of Education:shall piovide funds, to local units of

administration for the purpose of employing clerical personnel for the
purpose of relieving the classroom teacher and other professional
personnel of routine clerical activities so that they may more properly,
effectively and efficiently use their time in

to
in.struktional program or

other 'prograni and activities supportive to the instructional program.
Tlae State Board of Education shall have the authority to establish
minimum requirements and distribution, use and expenditure of funds
allotted under thiS,section.

32-625a Trangliertation,
(a)_ The 'amount of funds needed by a county, area school,

independent school system to pay expenses of.ptipil transportation
s all be calculated by the State Board of Education in accordance with
a chedute of standard transp rtation costs to be incurred by local units
bradministration in the o eration of economical and efficient pupil
transpoWion programs a a schedule of variable transportation costk
or variable cost factors dependent upon circumstances prevailing in the
seGral local units .of administration 'which 'affect, in varying ways, the
costs of pupil transportation authorized by Ails section: Provided,,
-however, that the amount of funds to be actually distributed to any
local unit of administration under provisions of this section during any -

.school year slit!l not exceed the actual costs- incurred by the local unit
in, transporting pupils to and from public schools, and costs of
transporting to preschool programs all handicapped tudhts either by
minibus or other such transportation used nonhandicapped children ,c
including costs for transportation for handicapped children who must
travel across county lines or, away from their own school district within
the State. It is further prpvided that the costs of the regular pupil'
transportation program receive full funding,before funds are provided
for transportation, of students to and from places for the purpose of

. work ,experiences, training in instructional laboratories; and in other
such field trips required of or integral to the various' instructional
ecmponents- of the educational program_ n establishing thg schedule of
standard and variable pupil transportatio, costs or cost factors for, the
purpose of allotting funds under this s ction, .the State -Board is'
without limiting the generality of the foregoing, authorized to copsider,_.
facts and circumstances such as the number and density f' pupils
transported in *the local unit and the areas therein served, b school
busses, the suitability of school bus routes in the local unit, the
suitability of the type and number of busses in the local unit, minimum
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, bus load is, transportation surveys, cost of transportation equipment and
depreci,ation schedules therefor, the schedule of minimum salaries for
school, bus divers established in accordance with subsection (b) of this
section, th number of school bus drivers allotted to the local unit,
maintena e, repair and operating costs of transportation equipment,
climate nd terrain, condition of roads used for the purpose of
Iransporting pupils in the local unit, cost of jialiility insurance, cost of
safety instruction and training for both bus driers and students and
such other facts and circumstances as the State Board may find to be
relevant for the purpose of establishing such schedules and cost factors.
The State Board shall have authority to establish minimum
requirements and standards respecting use of funds allotted under this
section.

(b) The State Board shall establish a schedule of uniform minimum
salaries that shall be paid by local units to drivers of school busses,

schedule shall not apply tofor 1 onths. The minimum salary,2regardless of of ownership, which shall be not less than $200 per
month
drivers of cars and other vehicles not designated as school busses.
County, area school, or independent systems shall not pay to any-bus
driver in its p ent a salary less than that prescribed by the
uniform mi mum salary schedule, but shall have the authority to
supplement he salary of a bus driver employed by the county, area
school, or independent,,system;The expense of purchasing, maintaining
and operating such ,buSses, regardless of type of ownership, shall not be
considered in establilhing the schedule of uniform minimum salaries for
school bus Myers. The schedule of uniform minimum salarie,s shall be
used as a standard cost item for the purpose of calculating the expense
of pupil transportation under subsectjon (a) of this section. This section
shall not, apply to student or teacher drivers.

(c) if, and, to the extent that, the State Board of Education obtains
a State-bid price under provisions of section 32 -66&a on any standard
item' of equipment, supply or service used pr obtaind by local units in
connection with or as a result of providing transportation services to
pupils attending the public schools of such local units, or on any other

f

Standaid expense incurred by local units, the standard transportation
cost or allowance to be attributed to such item or expense under
provisions of subsection (a) of this sections pi' be based upon an
amount not in excess of the State-bid price On sail item or expense.

(d) Pupils who live beyond one and one-half miles from the school
' to which they are assigned, according to the net practical route by

school bus, shall be eligible to be counted as transported pupils for the
purpose of calculating that portion, .of the exp'ense Of pupil
,transportation.associated with transporting pupils from hdme to school
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and from school to home as authorized.tinder subsection a) of this
section,_ provided such pupils are actually transported to such school by
sokool bus or other vehicle made avgable for this purpose by the local
unit of adininistiltion. Any pupil wilo resides within the said mileage
limitation shall not be eligible to be coun d for school transportationt.

State-aid pnrptses with the exception of iandicapped students-being
transported to special programs.

. .

(e) . The State .13oirci of EducatiOn is authorized to establish
Minimum specifications for vehicles used by local units for the purpose
of transporting pupils to.the, public schools of the local unit, taking into
account the facts and circumstances set forth in subsection (a) above,
and is authorized to establish minimum standards and requirements
respeetingimaintenance, repair, inspection and use of such vehicles and
minimum quarificatiqn's ,for drivers of such vehicles, and all vehicles
used and drivers employed for such purposes by local units, regardless
of type bf ownership of such vehicles, shall conform to such
specifications, standards, requirements and qualifications. Provided,
however, that the State Board of Education shall require; monitor and
fund a prOgram,of safety instruction in the practices of safe riding and
emergency bus ,evacuati,on drills for both -school bus drivers and
students riding school busses. .

(f) The. State Board of Education shall have the authority to allot
funds for the tranportation of all school age, children residing on
Sapelofiland to the mainland of the State for the purpose of attending
school on the mainland. -.. .

(g) The State Board of Education shall adoprpolicies procedures,
regulations and other such requirements for the transportation and for
the payment of alf transportation costs, as described, defined and
authorizedin subsections (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this section, for all
the children with special needs identified by the various local units Of
administration, further, the State Board of Education shall allot funds
to local units of administration fo,r transportation costs for those
children aUthorized by said local uhit of administration to attend
schools and programs of other local units of administration or.when
deemed necessary for adequate educational services.

(h) The State Board of Education is further directed and authorized
to adopt policies and regulations felitivetto the use of minibisses for
the transportation of-students with special needs. `.... .,.
' (i) Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this Se,ction, funds,
toy. pay the expenses of pupil 'trarisOttation shall be paid to an
independent school system only whiniuch funds are requested by the
board of education of such indeperteyelschooKystem. The funds for
the expenses of pupil transpqrtarrbri's 11, be requested by the board of

.: --
.' , -; :,-;
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- education of the independent school system in its budget prepared
pursuant to Section 66 of this Act, and if not budgeted therein, no

{expenses for pupil transportation shalt- be payable4o the independent
school system for the fiscal year covered by such budget.`,No provision
of tis Section 'or any other provision of this Act shall be construed to
require the board of education of any independent school system to

1 furnish'pupil transportation services within such'school system.

3 2-6 25a.1 Isolated schools; allotment of 'additional teachers,
personnel and funtls

The State Board of Education shall annually allot additional teachers
and other certificated professional, personnel,, and additional funds,
needed for the purpose of paying the salaries of such personnel and
funds provided for herein, based upon the.allotment of instructional
utrits, to local units of administration as may be necessary to assist local
units irc,..operating 'elementary and secondary schools which are,
pursuant to provisions of this Sek-stion and regulations and standards
prescribed by the State Board, classified as being "isolated schools", in
suc inner as to provide pupils attending such "isolated schools" an
adequate 'program .of education essentially comparable to thatrovided
pupils attending public schools not coming within this classification.

+ Any school with grades 1 through 12 classified by the Stine Board of
Education, pursuant to heretofore existing law, as an "isolated school"
on January 1, 1974, shall have a minimum of 9 State allotted4eachers.
Any school with giades 1 through 7 classifieds by the StateBoard of
Edttcation, pursuant to heretofore existing law, as an "isolated school"
on...January 1, 1974, shall' have a minimum of 7 State allotted teachers.
In addition' to the isolated schools provided for herein, an "isolated
school" shall mean an.eleNientary or secondary public' school which
meets such standards or characteristics of isolation as shank, be
prescribed from time to time by the State Board of Education bked
upon consideration f factors such as size of the school, school
population, density, ii rrounding road conditions to include distance by
the 'nearest passable r ad to another appropriate school, time required
for transporting such pupils to another appropriateropriate school, climatic and

/geographical conditions, and such other similar factors as the Board
may, in -its discretion, find relevant for the purpose of classifying a
Khoo' as being isolated within the meaning of.this - Section. No local
Unit of adininistration shall be entitled to receive additional allotments
Of teachers, other personnel or State funds under provisions of this
Section unless the local unit shall, at such time .before the beginning Of
each school year for whic such allotments are desired as the State
Board may f prescribes ake application to the 'State Board for

0
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'elassification.of a particular school or schools as "isolated" within the
meaning of this Section, and ,submit to the State Board such proofs of
isolation as the Board may require. Whether or not any schoofshall be,
termed an "isolated school" within the meaning of this Section,' and
refutations and MandardS prescribed by the State Board for this
purpose, sh/11 be a matter for, by, the State Board, Ind
such determination shall, in .the abse ce of a clear abuse of discretion,
be, final and conclUsiq: The State Board lhall have authority to,
establish minimum requirements and standards respecting utilization of
additional teachers and funds allotted under this Section. .I

32-626a Public libraries
(a). The State Board of Education shall annually determineand

request of the General Assembly the amount of funds needed, for
county and regional public libraries of the State: This request shall
include, but not be limited to, funds to provide library _books and
materials, salaries and travel for professional librarians, capital outlay
for public library construction, and maintenance -and operation. The
amount for library books and materials shall be not less than 35 cents
per person. Funds for the purpose. of paying the salaries of librarians
allotted shall be in Accordance with regulations established by the State

oar& and the St to minimum salary schedule for, teachers ,and other
-'ceitificated professional persdrinel. Public library funds shall be
apportioned to county and regional public libraries in proportion to the
area. and population to be served by such libraries in accordance with
regulations and minimum public library requireittents prescribed by the

'State Board. All such funds shall be distributed directly to the regional
or county library boards.

(bj The State Board of Education shall further make adequate .

r6isions for staff, supplies, services, and faVilitie& to operate and
aintaini,special media equipment to m et tA e V needs of

Georgia's blind arid handicapped citizens.
(c) The State Board of Education shad further provide the staff,

Materials, equipment, and _supplies to provide a book lending and,
infOrmatibn service to all county and regional public libraries in the
State and to coordinate interlibrary cooperation and interchange of
materials and information among all types of libraries:

(d) The State Board of Education is further duthorized and°
empoirered 8 the sole agency to receive Federal funds allotted to ,

Georgia Under Acts of Congress appropriating Federal funds for public
libraries.

(e) The State Board of Education shall adopt policies- and
regulations_ to implement this:Section.

t
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(a) The, State Board of Edut_ tiorkall annually determine the cost
of operating and maintaining the Statewide network of public school .
educational television stations, the Statewide cost of programming and
the StateWide cost of production and purchase of video tapes and other
materials used in the Statewide public,school educational television

__program. Such Statewide costs, as determined by the Board, shall' be
paid entirely from State futids and shall not be considered in .

determining local units Of administrations' Share of the cost of(
supporting the Adequate Prograro for Education in-Georgia.

(b) The State Board Of Education shall further authorize, establish
and implement an Ed 'cation Television Advisory Council for the
purpose of developing d r ommending a clnpre-hensive plan to'the
State Board of Education. Such plan shall include, but not be limited
titi, reviewing the .u-ti4zatiori of educational television for both
ficstructional and public, broadcasting purposes, the expapsion of service
and tne-purchase and /or construction of facilities pr equipinent\

/ IV. COOPERATIVE EDUCATION SERVICE AGENCIES

32-627a /Educational televi on

32-628a Purpose and'objectives
The purpose of this Parr is to establish coopetative educational ser-

vice agencies for the purpose-of.sharing services which are designed .to
improve the effectiveness of the education-al programs of member loc,al
school syst8Ons.

32-62§a Definitions .7

The following word-S and terms, when used in this Part shall have the
following meanings unless the context deafly requires a different

,meaning.
(a) `'cooperative education service, area). hereinafter referred to

as "service area'," means a geographical area which shall contain more
than a single county and vhich can be effectively and efficient y served
by a single agencvaigned tO share services across local school system

(b)- A "cooperative educational service agency," hereinafter referred,

to as "CESA," means the agency designed to provide and administer
services and programs that' cross local school system lines within the
service area.

(c) "Cooperative ediieational service Agency staff," hereinafter
referred to as "staff," means- the persons emiployed by a single CESA.

(d) "Local7school system" -means any county or independent
01°01 system of Georgia.

I

.
20

4 23' .



. s
k,

1 ' &

-32-630a CooperatKe
educatA

lo seryice areas
The State Board of Educe* shall establish service areas de igned to

'provide the service needs of all of the §tate's existing loc 1 school
systems. The initial establishme'ent of cowerative educational service.
areas shall be sutstantially within the framework of the standard

_ districts for the administration and planning of .State and Federal*
proems, as approved on August lf), 1971,'by The State Planning anikik.

-- Community Affairs Policy.Board. .
1 r-....

32-631a .Establishment of Cooperative Educational Service Agencies
The State Board of Education shall adopt rules, regulations,

Procedures, standards and criteria r the establishment and operation
of CESA's,and shall establish a CEO to serve the local school systeins
within each service area in accordant with these rul regulations, -
procedures, standards and criteria. i

--
32-632a Board of control 7`,\,,
(a) Each CESA shall be governed by a board of con rol. Each such

board of coritrol shall be composed of a local school system board?
member or the system superintendent designated by :each
Participating member local school system b 'brd of ecOcation. The

i t

board of control shall, elect ,''from its mrhbership a chairman,
vice-chairman acid any other officers needed to functipn effectively.
The .CESA director, proyided for by sectiont327,633a, shall serve as
secretary and executive officer to the board of Control, but he shall not

-- be a voting member thereof. . ..
,

-
.

(b) All laws and the policies and regulations of the State Board of
Education applicable to local school` systems and, local school system
bodids of edkcation shall be applicable to CESA's'and their boards of
control, unless explicitly stated otherwise in this, Pat. No' board of
control shall hold title-to real property or levy or collect any taxes. No .

board of control shall expend or contract to expend, any funds beyond
the amount .of funds that the board of control is legally authorized to
receive-and' will, in fact, receive. Each board of control Shall submit an

.annual report and an annual budget to the State Board of Education; in
the manner prescribed by the State Board ofIducation, for review and

approval.
(c) The Board of Education shall be responsible j.fbr

determining,that th activities of each CE§,A and its board of control
conform to'both Constitutional and State laws, as well as the policies
and- regulations of the State Board of _Edication. The State
Superintendent o'f Schools will prepare an annual report to the General
Assembly, givilig an assessment orthe status and achievements of the

24
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shared Service program s in the State. .

(d) Boards of control shall determine needs 'of,school children in
!the area served by each USA, establish priorities from those needs, and

allocate resources accordingly. Boards of Li:introl shall annually review
the oogress and cost efficiency of CESA'> in terms of their success and
efficiency in meeting pnofities. Effic,iencf-shall be accessed by relating
outputs, to doll'ar inputs. Boards of control shall determine' the
procedures and activities of each CESA as related to the achievement of
locally established objectives. Boards of control shall likewise establish
job descriplions, personnel qualifications, spl,v-y scales and

N.
work

schedules in ternis of locapy established priorities.
(e) The State Board of Education shall be responsible for

developiOg procedures which shall maintain existing shared service to
schbol systems which are being transferred from an existing shared

service, project into a newly forined'CESA. The boards of directorsi.of
shared service projects existing on June 30, 1972, shall be responsible
for the assignment of and/or transfer of programs. personnel,
equipment, mater-ials,...ancl.property_ assigned to exst-iiigsharea service
projects, and the State Board of Education shall hear any unresolved
claims of local school systems which arise. The decision of the State
Board of Education shall be final.

32-633a- Director t I '
Each board of control shall appoint and contract with a director who

shall be the administrative and professional head of the CESA. The
director shall be responsible for the administration of 'programs and
services approiied by the board of control and shall be the fiscal agent

. .
of said board.- 'Lc

31:6?4a Member school system
All cal school systems located within a service area vbecolne a

member of the CESA serving that area, but a localscho system shall
not be considered a member of the CESA unless it is pa icipting in
one or more of the CESA's service programs or the local sc _ool system
bbard of education has expressed its intent that the local sc ool system
plans to participate in:one or more programs in tlrelfeia-u-bire.

32-635a CESA staff
The CESA staff shall consist of those: individuals authorized bf the

board of control to provide those services desired by the member'
systems.

32-636a Financing CESA's
The State Board shall grant 590,000 'to each CESA for basic
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operating expenses. In
not

to these baSic grants, ttie StateBoard
shall allocate annually pot less than $2 millionlinthe aggregate to the

CESA's on the basis of need. Policles; regulationsand
procedures for determining said need shall be established by th8 State
Board of Education-. All other financing will be based on contracts to
supply service programs to member local school systems. The funds for
these service, programs, upon a contract approval basis, may be derived
frolii local, State, Federal pi private sources. A CESAmay.not receive
directly from the-State Board of location any State funds originally
jntended or directed by' this Chapter to local units of administratjon:
Provided, however, that upon the oafficial requeit of a local unit of
administration, the State Board of Education may send directly to a
CESA any funds allocated to the local unit of administration.

V. GRANTS TO LOCAL UNITS'F'OR OPERATION OF
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

32-637a Allotment of teacherSaniikeertified prOfessioualpersonnek
amount,of funds needed for,payment of salaries

(a) The State Board of Education' shall annually allot teachers to
local 'unis of administration as provided in sections 32-610a and
32-612a.. Such allotment shall be ,based on projeCted average. daily
attendance fot the first four months of the school year made under
rules adopted by, the State Board of Education designed, to project the
average daily attendante for individual scpool systedis, adjusted as ,

provided fOr in section. 32-642a: ProVided however, that during the
next school year. the amount of funds distributed to any local unit for
this purpose shah not be in excpss of the amount .actually required by
the local 'unit for payment of alane's of teachers actaally employed by
the loc.al unit of administration. The amount Of funds'needed by a locaf
unit Co .gay salaries of teachers shall be determined or a 10-months'
bads" in accordance with the State-minimum salary schedule provided -

for in sectiop 32-656a. The State Board of Education authorized to
prescribe uniform requirements and. minimum standards respecting r
utilization of State-allotted teachers in public elementary afid
secondary schools' of local units dfadmihistration. Provided; howevet,
in the event that the General Assembly shall appropriate additional
funds which are line-itemed for reducing the pupil-teacher ratio in any
grade or Eir4des, the allotment Figures contained in this section shall be
construed o be reduced to the figures contained in such line-item
appropriation.

(b) The State Board of E ducation shall annually allot other
certificated professional personnel to local units of administratio as-
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provided in sections 32-620a and 32-621a. Such allotment shall be
based on the projected ADA f1r the first four months of the school
yeAr, adjusted as provided for in section 32-642a: Provided, however,
tt during the next school year the amount of funds distributed to any
local unit for this purpose shall not be in excess of the amount actually
required by the local unit fon:payment of salaries of certificated
professional personnel actually employed by the local units of
administration. The amount of funds needed by a local unit to pay the
salaries of certificated professional personnel shall be determined on a
16-months' basis in, accordance with the State minimum salary schedule
provided for in section 32-656a. The State Board of Education it
Authorized to prescribe uniform, requirements and minimum standards
respecting utilization of State-allotted professional personnel.

32-637a.1 Determination of average daily attendance; permissible
exclusion

Whenever the State Board,fof Eciucation determines the Average
Daily Attendance under the provisions of this Act T?Yr -basing its
calculations upon Average Daily Attendance during a fixed number of
months, the Board may exclude from suLh, calcblations any month
during which the Average Daily Attendance was more than 15 percent
loWer than the Ayerage Daily Attendance for the, remainder of the
period used as a base for their projection.

a
32-638a Calculated cost of instructional services
(a) The total amount of, funds needed by a local unit of

administration in order to provide the instructional services assured
underthe Adequate Program for Education in Georgia, as conteMplated
by provisioni of this Chapter, shall be deemed to be the sum arrived at
by adding the amount of funds, calculated in the manner provided for
in this Chapter needed by the local unit of administratidn for tlfe
folloWing purposes:

(1) payment for providing special education programs to imeet the
special needs of children as provided for ifi Section 32-605a;

(2)' payment of preschool program expenses as provided for in
Sec,tio'n 32-607a;

(3) payment of salaries of instructional personnel as provided for in
section§ 32-605a,? 32-610a and 32-612u; .

(4) purchase of instructional media as provided for in section
32-613a;

(5) purchase and repair of instructional equipment as proVided for
in.section,32-614a; '

(6), payment of maintenance--ITKL operation expenses as provided
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for in section 32-615a;
(7) payment of sick and personal leave expenses as provided for in

section 32-616a;
(8) payment of travel expenses as provided for in section 32-617a;
(9) payment of salaries of student services supportive personnel as

provided for in section 32-620a;
(1p) payment of salaries of administrative and superv,iA,ckR personnel

as provided for in section 32.621a;
(11) payment of salaries of clerical personnel as provided for in

section 32-624a;
(12) payment of expenses of pupil transportation as provided for in

section 32-625a; and
(13) payment of expenses for isolated schools as provided by section

32-625a.l.
(b) The sum arrived at in the manner provided above shall be

known as the .calculated cost of instructiorraj services under the
Adequate PrOgram for EducatiOti in Georgia for a local unit of

. administration. The amount of State funds which ilfall-be-alRated16
each local unit of administration in support of such program by the
State Board' of Education shall be the sum ,determined above as the
calculated cost of providing an Adequate Program for Ethicaticin in
Georgia in the local unit in support of_said program, less an amount
which shall be determined in accordance with the financial ability of
the local unit calculated in -the manner as provided for in section
32-639a.

32-639a Calculation according to local financial ability of amount
required for local support of the Adequate Program for Education in

-
Georgia

(a) The State BoarA of Education 'shall calculate annually the
amount of funds that each local unit of administration shall be required
to raise to support its Adequate Program for:Education in Georgia.
Effective for the 1975-76 school year, beginning July 1; 1975, and for
each year thereafter, the amount of such funds to be raised by each
local unit of administration shall be calculated by multiplying the
following by a percent e factor selected to produce a Statewide
required local effort f at least .$78500.000 but no mores than
$78,600,000: ,

(1) For each county and independent school system, the percentage
factor shall be applied to the total equalized.adjusted school property,
tax digest of each system.

(2) For an area sciiool..system, the percentage factor shall be
applied' to the total ,equalized, adjusted school property; tax digest of

la 4 .
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property located within such ar school system. 5

(b) The amounts determine n accordance with the provisions of
subsection (a) of this section shall be the amounts to be raised by each
local unit of administration in support of the Adequate Program for
Education in Georgia. The amount of the costs, of the Adequate
Program for Education in Georgia remaining after deducting the total
amount to be raised by all local unitsiof administration shall be paid
entirely from State or Federal funds.

(c) The. State Auditor shall furnish to the State Board of Education
the sums of the, current equalized adjusted schoohproperty tax digests
in accordance with sections 92-7008 through 92-7012, relative to
equalized adjusted school property tax digests as now or hereafter
amended. The sums of the,current equalized adjusted school property
tax digests, as shown on the State Auditor's Ratio Study Reports,
which are due on November 15 imntdiately preceding the beginning of
a school year shall be used to make the cajculations required by
subsection (a) of this section for each school year.

32-640a Apportionment and distribution of Federal funds
All.Federal funds received by the St'ate Board of Education for

purposes cont#ined within this Chapter shall be apportioned and
distributed by the State Board in a manner consistent with this Chapter
as additional aid to local school units in defraying the cost involyedin
establishing and operating approved, programs, subject to such rules and
regulations7as may be prescribed by, the State Board of Education and
in accordance with the approved State plan for such programs, where
applicable.

32-641a Additional allotment of State funds.
In addition to the foregoing provisions of this Chapter, the State

Board of Education shall or may, as the case may be, allot additional

s
funds to local units of administration for purposes provided for in

sections of this Chapter to the extent that funds may be
appropriated by the' General Assembly for ch urp,oses.* When
additional funds are allotted fo local units or purpos7s hereafter
prgvided for, local units of administration shal provide local funds to
match the State allotment of funds to the extent and in the manner
provided in the subsequent sections of this Chapter.

32-642a Mid-term adjustment of allotments of personnel and State
funds

. The State Board shall require submission of official reports of
attendance of pupils by local units of administration during the current
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school year. Whenever the official attendance reports of any local unit
Shall show an increase in average daily attendatice of pupils during the
current school year, the State .Board of Education shall, at least
semiannually during such school year, increase the State contributeij
adequate program for education funds allotted to such local unit al-the
beginning of the curree school year under sections 32-610a,. 32-612a,
32-613a, 32-614a, 32-615a, 32-616a, 32-620a, 32-621a, and 32-624a,
in proportion to the current increase in average daily attendance of
pupils in the local unit and in accordance with the provisions of this
Chapter. The State Board shall, at the beginning of each fiscal school
year, set aside from the total appropriation for educational purposes an
amount of money deemed sufficient to meet the needs of such
mid-term adjustments.

32-643a Funds needed to provide electronic data processing services
to local school systems

The State Board of Education through the Department of
Administrative Services shall have authority to develop, in conjunction
with local school systems, electronic data processing services in one or
more 'geographical areas as designated by the State Board of Education.
Rinds appropriated for these services may be expended to implement

seed .

32-64 a Operation of summer school education programs by _local
units;Sta e aid -

The b and or education of any local unit of administration may in
discre ion, provide for continued operation of one or more public

hools of the local unit for a period of time beyond the normal school
ear provided for in this Chapter for the purpose of prqviding srlmmer

school education programs, tinclude remedial programs, continuation
of prescribed school programs, enrichment school programs beyond
prescribed school programs, accelerated school programs for gifted
pupils, vocational school programs, special programs of echlea`tion
enumerated or coming within the scope of provisions of section
32-609a, and such other educdtion p[ograms as may be approved by the
State Board: Provided, however, tha/ all.such programs Shall meet and
be offered in accordance With imum standards, requirements and
criteria as may be prescribe y the State Board. Teachers and other
professional school personnel employed full time or part time during
such period shall be paid additional salary based on the State minimum
monthly salary schedule in proportion to the time and services rendered
by such personnel. No additional State 'funds shall be allotted tolocar
units in support of such programs unless specific provision is...made

V
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therefor by the State Board. The State Board of Education is hereby
authorized, to the extent that funds may be aavailable, to allot
additidn'al State funds to local units in support of all or any one or
more of such sumMer school education programs. The extent to which
additional State funds may be allotted local units in support of any one
or more of such programs shall be determineU bF, the State Board, but
shall not in any event exceed the ratio of State funds to local funds
made available to the local unit during the preceding school year in
support of the calculated cost of providing an adequate prograni for
education in the local unit during that. school year. The State Board is
authorized tb determine the relative need for establishment of any one
or more of the various 'summer school education programs enumerated
above, to establish priorities for implsmentation of such programs, and
to allot funds available for this purpose to:local units of administration
in support of those programs which the State Board may,, in its
discretion, deem to be Most rthy of State financial support.

32-645a Year-round ope non of schools'
(a) It is declared to be a pblicy of the State of Georgia that every

effOrt is to be made to utilize currently available educational 'facilities
and equipment on a year-round basis.,

(b) The State Board of Education shall certify that a local unit of
administration has a year-round operation for one or more grade levels
(or equivaledt age levels) for any educational program as provided for in
sections 32-604a through 32-609a and sections 32-618a and 3.2-619a:

ich meet the following criteria:
(1) that the operation of the program is for 220 official attendance

days or more constituting four quarters or any plan for year-round
operation approved by the state Board of Education;

(2) that for a student's first 165 or more days constituting three
quarters or an equivalent plan approved by the State Board of
Education, attendance shall be on a tuition freebasis; and

(3) that the program is offered, for all official attendance days in
accordance with miniminn standards, Kequirgments and criteria as may

.be prescribed by the State Board. L
(c) The allOnent of instructilonatittnits and certified professional

suppottivonnel to a local unit of administration as provided for in
sections 324-610a, 32 -612a, 32-620a and 32-621a for any, portion of a
pKo4ram of a local unit which is certified by the State Board .as being
operated on a year -round basis Linder' thisakection shall be funded in
accordance with the following procedure:

Add to the adjusted average daily attendance computed under
section 32 -637a a number equal to the number of students enrolled for
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not less than 90 official attendance days during the fiscal year who do
not attend during the period used in making the computation provided
for in section 32-637a. .

(d) The State Board of Education, shall have the authority to
prescribe minimum requirements and standards for the distribution, use
and expenditure of funds allotted under this 'section: Provided,
owever, that upon implementation of this section on a Statewide basis

or in any particular local unit of if-miiiistration, State funds shall be
made available to all local units or to the particular local unit, as the
case may be, for such purposes on the same basis and at the same ratio
at which State funds were made available to the. local unit in support of

`the calculated cost of providing an adequate program for education in
he local unit for students enrolled and attending 180 officiallti;

Attendance days during a fiscal year. '...t `'".

*
32-6460 Reduction in allotment of State funds due to inadequate

appropriation ,,

The State hoard of Education shall, to the extent necessary, reduce
,the amount of State fundg to be allocaied to local units in support of
the Adequate Program for Education %Georgia or in support of any of
tNt purposes for which State eundsimight be allotted to local units
under provisions of this Chapter, if the amount of State funds
appropriated in support of said program or in support of any one or
more of the purposes for which allotments of funds are hereby

.provided for is not adequate to finance the cost of the State portion of '
said pr8gram or *such purposes determined in accordance with the
provisions of this Chapter.

_ -

1 NI. DISTRICT POWER EQUALIZATION,
32 -647a Equalizing fund for local units of administration
(a) The State Board of Education is hereby authdrized and directed

to establish an equaliiing fund whereby S'tate funds, in addition to the
amounts otherwise provided for by this Chapter, shall be payable to
certain local units of administration .qualifying for such equalizing
funds, as hereinafter provided. I

fib) For the purposes of this section: /1 ) the guaranteed valuation
school district shall be the gchool district ranking at the 90th percentile
indollars of assessed valuation per student in average 'daily attendance
bed on 40 petcent of the equalized adjusted school property tax
digests of the local units of administration, and (2) each local unit of
administration having an assessed :valuation, per student in average daily,
attendance, based o'h 40 percent of such joCal units equalized

ig»
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adjusted sc property tax, digest, ranking below said 90th percentile
shall constitute a qualified local unit of 'administration for thepurpose
of receiving equalizing funds.

(c) Each qualified local unit of administration shall select annually
its amount of expenditure per student in average dailj, attendance, in
additiOn to its required local support pursuant to section 32-639a, if
any, and 60 days prior to the beginning of each fiscal school year shall
report said amount to the State Bail' of Education. Fpr the purposes
of receiving equalizing funds, asihereinafter providekl, the selected per
student in average daily attendance expenditure a7nouiiiVor any
qualified local unit of'administration shall not exceed SIO0 or 125 per-
cent of the amount for`the immediately preceding fiscal school year,
whichever is greater.

(d) , The amount of equalizing funds payable to each qualified local
unit or administration shall be calculated by the State Board of
Education as follows:

(I) Determine tilt effective tax millagerate necessary to raise the
local unit of administration's selected amount of expenditure,, per
student in average daily attendance on the basis of the guaranteed
valuation school district;

(2) apply the effective tax millage rate determined under paragraph
(1) to the local unit of administration's assessed valuation per student
in average daily attendance, basedor40 percent of the local unit of-.
administrati6i's equalized adjulted school property tax digest;

(3) substract the amount derived under paragraph (2) from the
local unit cif,. administration's selected amount of expenditure per
student in average daily attendance, and multiply the result by the
number of students in average daily attendance of the local unit of.
admiiiistration,

(e) The amount of equalizing funds payable to a qualified local unit
of administration pursuant to subsection (d) of this section shall be
reduced for each such local unit of administration failing to actually'
raise its selected amount of expenditure per student in average daily
attendance. The amount of such reduction shall be in proportion to the
difference between, the amount actually raised and the selected per
student expenditure amount.

(f) The State Sofird of Education shall make, the calculations
provided by this Section prior to the beginning of each fiscal school
year and shall pay to each qualified local unit of administration
one-twelfth:of its respective equalizing funds f6r each month of each
fiscal school year:The first equalizing fends shall be paid to qualified
local units of administration during the 1974-75 fiscal school year, but
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calculations for such equalizing funds shall be based,on data for the
1973-74 fiscal, school year. For the ,purposes of such calculations, the
selected per student in average 'daily aftendance expenditure' bunt of
each qualified local unit of adminisfration shall be the amount per
student, in addition to required local effort ursuant to section
32-639a,.actually raised by such local -units of administration during the
1973-74 fiscal school year. Thereafter, calculations for equaiiiing funds
shall be based on data for the immediately preceding fiscal school year,
except for the selected amount Sf expenditure per student in average
daily attendance which shall b,e based on the current fiscal school year.

(g) As Used in this section:
(1) students in average daily attendance means the average daily

attendance for the first official 80 days of the local uny- of
administration's resident students and students 'attending the local
unit's schools pursuant to a corftract having a term of 25 years or more,
and

(2) equalized adjusted school property tax digests furnished to the
State Board of Education pursuant to subsection (c) of section
32-639A, and

(3) effective tax millage means that millage applied to 40 percent
of the equalized adjusted school property tax digest of the applicable
school district. - 9.

(h) In the event sufficient funds are not appropriated to the State
Board of Education to pay the full amount of equalizing funds payable
to each qualified local unit of administratiob, as providtd herein, the
State Board shall determine the school district below the ninetieth
Rercen tile in. dollars of assessed valuation per.student in average daily
attendance based on 40 percent of the equalized adjusted school
property.tax digest of the local units of administration to which local
units can be equalized by the funds which are available and this school
district shall be the guar,anteed valuation school district for the purpose
of this section for current fiscal year.

(i) The State - Board ofEducation is hereby authorized and directed
to adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as said board deems
necessary or desirable to implement and carry out the provisions of this
section.

VII. CAPITAL OU.TLAY FUNDS

32-648a Allotment of capital outlay funds; rules, regulations, etc.
(a) Capital outlay needs of local units of administration shall

hereAfter,be determined by the State Board, of Education on the basis
of school system surveys, growth and developmerrtpatterns within local
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units of administration, school plant surveys, and such other criteria as
the Statq Board may, from time to time..and in its discretion, prescribe
and require to be, established on a current and long-range basis
indicating present and anticipated futuie capital outlay needs of the
several local units of administration.' State capital outlay funds
hereafter available for construction of capital facilities in or for the use
of local units of administration shall be allotted to local units by the
State Board 'on the basis of the respective current and lyng-range capital
outlay needs of the several local Units. The State Board Mall, in
detentining the amount of State capital outlay'funds to e allotted to
or on sbehalf of a local unit of administration, consider t financial
ability of the local unit. to furnish local capital outlay fund from any
existing unused bonding capacity of the loyal unit and the illingness
of the local unit to levy millage and issue local bonds for capital outlay
purposes'..The State Board is authorized to enter into contracts with
local units of administration for allotment ofState capital outlay funds,
and for utilization of local capital outlay funds, in making proNision for
construction of capital facilitiekneeded by the local unit. The State
Board of Educatiort shall annually determine the facility needs of each
school system for the next fiscal year and for four years thereafter.

(b) ,The provisions of any other law to the contrary
.notwithstanding, each lo'cal unit of administration is hereby authorized-
to accrue State capital outlay funds from year to year, up-to a

. maximum of 10 years, in ogler to effectuate the purposes of the capital
facilities plan of each iotal unit of administration which has been
approved by the State board of Education and which includes an
assessment of needs related to the modernization, renovation or
replacement of inadequate &apital facilities.

(c) The term "capita#facilities," as used in this Chapter, shall be
deemed '.to include buildings, fixtures. and equipment necessary or
desirable for the effective and efficient operation of the p\ublic schools
and all facilities related or incidental thereto, which, without limiting
the generality of the foregoing, shall be deemed to include classrooms,
libraries, laboratories, restrooms, equipment, rooms, offices,. teacher
lounges, ldnchrooms, lunch-assembly rooms, equipment and fixtures
therefor, related exterior facilities, equipment and paving, and such
other similar items as the State Board may in its discretion, deem
necessary for the effective and efficient operation of the public schools.
The State Board is authorized to establish priorities for construction of
such capital facilities for the purpose of making allotments of State
capital outlay funds under the provisions of this section. Capital outlay
funds may be allotted to local units of administration for the purpose .
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. of constructing, renovating, altering or enlarging capital facilities. .

(d) l'he State Board of Education may, in exercising its discretion
in allotting capital outlay funds to local-units under this section,
consider the value to the particular local unit of administration in
consolidatirt two or more schools within the local unit, or the value to
two or more adjacent local units of administration in consolidating one
or more schools located in each of the adja nt local units or
administration provided the boards of education of the adjacent local
units contract for the attendance of pupils at such consolidated school,
as well as the need for such consolidations, and may allot funds for the
purpose of providing facilities for such consolidated schools:

(e) The State'Board ofIduCation shall, notwithstanding any other
provision of this Chapter but in aid of same, have authority, in its
discretion, to establish uniform rules, rilations, policies, standards,
requireMents and criterig respeccting all n-Mteffpertaini)-ig or relating to
location, ,construction, equipping, ope iation, maintenance, use kid
c6nsolidation of schools and school, facilities as may be reasonably
necessary to assure effective, efficient and economical operation of the

-4 schools and all phases of the public educations program, and shall, for".
the purposes of this section, consider such matters in making future
allotments of capital outl4 funds. Without in any way limiting the
generality of the foregoing, such matters may include method, manner, .

type and minimum specifications for construction of such facilities and
installation of fixtures and equipment therein, amount of space to be
provided per pupil, number artd size of classrooms, areas to be served
by such facilities, and such other matters as the State Board may
consider important for such purposes.

- (f) in the event any local unit of administration enters into a lease
contract with the State School Building Authority or the Georgia State .

_

Financing and Investment Commission, for the use of facilities fox the
Authority or Commission pursuant to a commitment by the Statf
Board for future allotments of State capital outlay fund' , the State
Board of Education, upon receipt of an executed copy 9 said lease
contract, is hereby authorized and directed to monthly, q *fly or
annually pay to the Authority or Commission such part oafs ch funds
to be made available to the local unit of administration under this 4.

section as may be required to meefthe terms of such lease contract.
(g)- Notwithstanding the foregoing provisi2ns of this sectiorl, the .

State Board of Education shall hereafter annuIll.allorto or on behalf
of each local unit of administration State capital outlay fends sufficient
to meet commitments for allocation of State .capital outlay funds
entered' into by and between the State Board of Education and the

,--
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boards of education of loot*" units of administration under the 1960-61
,sr-

State school building program. The State Board of Education shall
make such allotments of =State capital outlay funds from any funds

. s available to thoiState Board of Education.

VIII. PROGRAM STANDARDS, ASSESSMENTS AND
IMPROVEMENTS

32-649a Common minimum requirements for public schools
(a) The State_Board ofaEducation shall establish "common

minimum requirements" which each public school facility must meet in
prder to be certified for use 'in any component of the educational or
recreatiotal programs of that.school. Such minimum requirements shall
include tfiose provisions of law and/or State Board policy On matters
related to fire and physical safety, sanitation and health, including
temperature and ventilation, minimum space, size and configuration for
the various components of the instructional program, and construction
stability, quality and suitability for intended uses.

(b) The State. Board of Education shall adopt policies and
procedures to ensure that each. school facility meets minimum
standards as determined by State Board policy.

(c) A proposed plan of action which includesa list and description
of each deficiency and time limits within which such 'deficiencies are to
be corrected must be submitted to the State Board of Education fOr
review and approval. Further, the State. Board shall have the authority
to withhold all or part of the State funds in support of the provisi6ns
this Chapter from 'any unit of administration refusing or faili to
implement the pla,n of action for deficiency remediation .appr ed by
the State Board.

32-650a Performance-baseda criteria for operation of instructio
programs

The State Board 6r Education shall establish performance-based
criteria upon which the instructional program of each public school will
be evaluated so as to assure, to the greatest extent possible, equal and
adequate educational programs, curricula, course offerings,
opportunities and facilities for all students of Georgia's public schools,
and economy and efficiency in administration and operation of each
local unit of administration and public schools therein.

32 -651a Statewide assessment program, local assessment program,
funds for the local program

The State Board of Education shall adopt such instruments,
procedures and policies' as deemed necessary to assess the effectiveness
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of the educational programs of the State. Such assessments will be
made at least once annually, at a minimum of flute grade levels, and on
a Statewide, basis. The State Board shall annually cause a readiness test
to be administered early during a' child's first year in schOol.

32-652a Training of public school administrators relative to
program improvement, program improvement plan, program 'to improve
instructional and system services

(a)' The State Board of Education shall provide an extensive and
continuing training program for practicing public school administrators,

Niloluding at least system superintendents, school principals anti
instructional supervisors, which is designed to expand their knowledge
-and, skills necessary to plan and manage a systematic program to
improye instructional and supportive, services. The State Board of
EducuIon shall be authorized to reimburse such administration for
actual expensqa which result directly from participating in this program,
if the Board 8eems it _to be necessary. The State Board shall be also
authorized to reimburse the expense of supply teachers employed to
directly or indirectly replace such administrators, if the Board deems it
to be necessdry.

IX. POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE BOARD OF
EDUCATION, STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

AND LOCAL UNITS OF ADMINISTRATION

32-653a Powers and duties of the State Board a Education
The State Board of Education 'shall adopt and prescribe all rules,

regulations and policies required by provisions of this Chapter, and shall
adopt and prescribe such other rules, regulations and policies ai ?nay be
reasonably necessary or advisable for proper implementation,
enforcement and carrying out of provisions'of this Chapter, and other
public school laws, or for assuring a more economical and efficient
operator' of the public schools of this State, or any phase.of public
education in the public schools of this State. The State Board shall
establish and enforce minimum standards for operation of all phases of
public school education in Georgia and for operation, of all ,public
elementary and secondary schools and local taiits of school
administration in Georgia so as to assure, to the greatest extent
possible, equal and adequate educational programs, curricula., offerings,
opportunities and facilities for all Georgia's children and youth, and
economy and efficiency in administration and operation of _public
schools hnd public school systems throughout the State. The State
Board shall have the power to perform all duties and to exercise all
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responsibilities_vested in it by provisions of law for the improverrient of
p(ublic education in the public elementary and secondary schools of
Georgia. All rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted or
prescribed by the State Board in carrying out the provisions of this Act
and other school laws shall, if not in conflict therewith, have thee full
force and effect of law.

A

. 32-654a Organization ,of the State Department of Education
The State Board of Education' is hereby authorized, after

consultattilt State Superintendent of Schools, to organize and
reorganize the State Department of Education and the various offices,

sections and units thereof and to prescribe the duties,.
functions and operations of each at such times and in such manner as
the State Board may deem necessary or desirable for the more
economical or effective organization, administration or functionin\ g of
the department.

32-655a Certification and classification
(a) Ctification ind classification of professional school personnel;

revocation Of certificates, definitions: The State Board of Education
o byregulatiorr" for certifying and classifying all teachers

and other certificated °professional personnel employed in the public
schools of this State, and rio such personnel shall be employed in the
public schools of this State unless they shall holda certificate issued by
the State Board certifying to his or her qualifications and classificatico

yin accordance with such regulations. The State Board shall establish
such number of classifications of teachers and other certificated
professional personnel as the bgard may, in its discretion, find
reasonably necessary or desirable in.the operation of the public schools:
Provided, however, that such classification shall be based ,only upon
academic, technical ind professional training and experience, and
`competency of such personnel. The State Board is authorized to
provide, by regulation, for revoking or denying certificates for good
cause, after investigation is had and notice and hearing is provided-'the
certificate holder. The State Board shall, by regulation, define the term

_._`certificated professional personnel," as used in this Chapter, and shall
esignate and define the various classifications of professional personnel

employed in-the public schools of this State that shall be required to be
certifipted=under the provisions of this section. Without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, the term "certificated professional
personnel" shall be deemed to include principals, instluctional
supervisors, visiting teachers, school librarians, guidance counselors and
county or regional librarians.
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. (b) Certification and classification of paraprofessional school;
itvocation of certificates; definitions: .

(1), "licensed personnel" in this context includes paraprofessionals
nd aides;

(2) "paraprofessional" g a Avg...on with less than professional-level
certification who relates in rale arid, function to a professional and who
does a portion theprofessionds job or task under the supervision of
a professional. Implied in the definition is the fact that the
paraprofessional has .sonivi decision-making authority, limited and
regulated by their relationship with the, professional;
, (3) "aide" iS a person with less than professional training who takes
no independent actions and Iis .no decision-making authority, but
performs routine tasks assigned by higher certificated personnel, arid,.

(4) "permitted personnel" do not qualify for' a professional
certificate, but will function in the education programs in the same
mariner as certificated personnel. Such personnel qualify for their
position on the basis of experience rather than formal education. The
State Board of Education shall provide, by regulation and policy, for
the clasSification of all I ensed and permitted personnel employ,ed in
the public schools of is *late, and no such personnel shall be
employed iii the public schools 9f this State unless they meet such
minimum cr. teria 8 veloped by the State Board of Education;,.
Provided, howev , at such classifications shall be based only upon
academic, technical and professional training and experience of such
personnel. The State Board is authorized to provide, by regulation, for
revoking or denying certificates for good cause, after investigation is
had and notice anehearing is provided to certificate holder.

(c) After July 1,,1976, any person certified as a teacher, prinCipaj
or guidance counselor pursuant to subsection (a) of this Secti shall
have satisfactorily completed a course of five or more quarteFhours,
approved by the State Board of Education, in the identification and
education of children who have special educational needs, or shall have
satisfactorily completed an equivalent preparation in... a staff
development program. designed to assist -teachers, principtli and
guidance counselors in.the identification and education of children who
have special educational needs, provided- such staff development
program shall' have received prior approval of the..Slate Board of
Education. As used herein, "chit ren whq have spOi,a1 ethicational
needs" means such children as detned by Stction .5,..of,this-ATet. Those
teachers, principals and gUidance counselors of.Otl*r_Oates who would
beeinployed and certified in Georgia schools but le*, the requirementS
of this proviiiori shall have a period Jof one year from date of-

.
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employment to obtain this prescribed training. Teachers already
dettifidated in Georgia shill have until ,their re-certifitation date or one
year, whichever is greater, to comply with this Act. Anyone taking this
course shall receive credit toward certification and. in step raises for this
course. .

32-656a Schedule of minimum salaries; supplementing salaries by
local units

The State Board of Education shall establish a schedule of minimum
salaries for services rendered which shall be on a 10-month basis and
WhiCh shall be paid by local units or administration to the various
classifications of professional personnel required to be certificated by
the State Board. ,Said minimum salary schedule shall be established on

,arr index basis, and shall provide a minimum base salary for each
classification of professional personnel required to be certificated, shall
provide fOrincrement increases above the minimum base salary of each
classification of such personnel based upon the individual experience
and length of service of such personnel and such other uniformly
applicable factors as the State Board may, in its discretion, find relevant
to thee establishment' of such a. schedule, and shall include an annual
increase equals to or greater than the increase in the cost of living as
determined by the U, S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor
Statistics until such time as Georgia teachers' salaries reach the national
average: Provided," however, that if the latest available revenue growth
rate for Georgia is less thatt the Cost of living increase called f9r in this
Section, the increase shall be not less than the cumulative revenue,
growth rate for Georgia- as reported by the 'orgia Department of
Revenue through December 31 of the ,prece ing endar year.A8aid
minimum salary schedule shall in all other respects be uniform, waft no
differentiation being, made on the basis of subjeCts or grades taught.

The State Board is hereby authorized to modify and adjust the
minimum salary schedule at such times and in such manner as the-board .
may, in its discretion, find reasonably necessary and advisable for the
more efficient Operation of the public schools of this State. An index
salary schedule shall be congtrued to mean a type of salary schedule
established upon a set of relationships.respecting salaries to be paid.

.15erlsonnel according to various classifications, such relationships to be ,
expressed as ratios which are above or below an index value 'of 100 to
be attributed to certificated professional personnel withqa bachelOr's
degree and no experience. All,State funds4now or hereafter made
avtilahle to the State Board for the purpose of paying ,salaries of
teachers or other certificated professional, personnel employed by local
units of adminigtration shall be made available to. local units and- to
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such, personnel employed by them in accordance with the index
schedule of minimum salaries. Local units of administration shall not
pay to any teacher or other certificated professional personnel in its

' employment a salary less than that prescribed by the index schedule of
minimum salaries. Local units of administration may, however,
supplement the salaries of such personnel, and in fixing the amount
thereof may take .intO, consideration the nature of duties to be
performed, the responsibility of the position held, the subject matter or
grades to be taught, and the experience and individual worth of the
particular personnel whose salary is being supplemented. Supplements
paid shall, in all other respects, be uniform.

32-657a Required curriculum; instruction in municipal, county,
State and Federal Governments; instruction in the essentials of the
United States and Georgia histories and Constitutions

All elementary and secondary schools which receive in any manner
funds from ,the State shall provide the following course offerings and in

_the manner prescribed by the State Board of Education. (a) The State
Board of Education shall prescribe a course of study in the background,
history and development of the Federal and .State Governments. The
course in the study of Federal and State Governments shall be
supplemented in each high school by a study of the local and county
and municipal governments. No student shall be eligible to receive a
diploma from high school unless said student has successfully
completed the course in government as provided for by this section.

(b) The State Board of Education shall prescribe a course,6f study
in the history of the United States and in the history of Georgia, and in
the essentials of the United States and Georgia Constitutions, including
the study, of American institutions and ideals to be offered at the high
school leVelo.No student shall be eligible to. receive a diploma from as
high schdol, unless said student has successfully completed the courses
in history' and Constitutions provided for by this section.

32-6iga Public school year; public school day
(a) Public elementa% ancl secondary schools of this State receiving

State aid under the provisions of this Chaister shall be operated so as to
provide that each eligible student has access to no less than 180 school
days of education. The State Board of Education shall define the 180
days of ektucatiori and the length of school day ,within each fiscal school
year. Each fiscal school year shall begin on the first day of July and end
on the thirtieth day of June of the followindyear.

(b) The provisions of thii seCtiokrpr any other provision of this
-Chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, when the President of the

4 '
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United States proclaims a National emergency, or when the Governor
of the State of Geprgta proclaims a state of emergency, or when,
because of disaster, civil disturbance or a shortage of vital and critical
material, supplies or fuel, the continued operation of the pubic schools

, according to the definitions of school year, school month, or school
(day is impractical or impossible, then the State Board of Education
shall have the poWer to authorize local boards of education to depart
from a strict interpretation of these definitions, and such departure
need not be uniform throughout the State; it being the intent of this
sentence to allow the continuation of public school education in this
StateJunder the unusual conditions described herein.

32-659a Stat agency for surplus property; cooperative agreements
'The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish and

operate c-a State agency for surplus property for the purpose of
distributing surplus properties made available by the Federal
Government under the provisions of Public Law 152, 81st Congress, as
amended, to institutions, organizations, agencies and others as may noW
or hereafter be eligible to receive such surplus properties pursuant to
applicable provisions of Federal Law"..TP State Board of Education
may enter into or authorize the State agency for urplus property to
enter into cooperative agreements with the D artment of Health,

,Education and Welfare of ,the Federal Go ernment for the use of
surplus properties by the State agency, and for providing adihinistrative
assistance in the transfer of title to real property from the Federal
Government to institutions, organizations, agencies, and others as may
now or hereafter be eligible to receive such properties pursuant to
applicable provisions of Federal law.

,
32-660a Powers and duties Of the Stite Superintendent of Schools"
The State Superintendent of Schools shall be the executive officer of

the State Board of Lducatiott, the administratiye officer of tfie. State
Department of Education, and °shdll be responsible for the

. administration' and enforcementAt all provisions of this Chapter and
other school laws in accordance with the proyision of such laws and
rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted or prescribed by the
State Beard of Education for the implementation, adniinistration or
enforcement of such laws.

3Z-661a Local units of school administration; eligibility to receive
State funds

All county, independent and area public school boards in this State,
established pursuant to provisions of law, shall be local units of
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administration for the purposes of' this Chapter, except 'where other
specific provisions are made. The qualifications, manner and time of
selection, election or appointment; tenure, State compensation if
provided for, and powers and duties of superintendents and members of
boards of education of the several local units of administration shall be
as prescribed by law. Provided, however, that such superintendents and
members of local boards of education shall comply y:/ith,,execule and
enforce the provisions of this Chapter and other school laws, and
provisions of rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted by the
State Board of Education pursuant thereto. in order to render ,the
respective local units of administration eligible to receive State funds
under the provisions of this Chapter.

32-662a Local units of schbol administration;* employment of
personnel

(a) All te achers, principals, other certificated professional
personnel, aid all other school personnel of local units of
administration shall be employed by local boards of education on the
recommendation of the superintendent of schools (ttf the local unit..
Milijmum qualifications for employment of all school personnel May be
prescribed by the State Board of Education unless otherwise prcivided
by law. Employment contracts of teachers, principals, other certificated
profesgional personnel shall be in writing and shall be signed in
duplicate by such personnel on their own behalf and by the local
superintendent of schools on behalf of the local. board of-education.

(b) Any other piovisions of this Chapter or any other laws to the
contrary notwithstanding, local boards of education shall tender a new
contract for the ensuing school ygar to every teacher on the payroll of

cihe local school system at the beginning of the preceding school:year,
except teachers who h ve resigned or who have been terminated, by
April 15 of each year o otify any such teacher that they are notgorng

rehire him for the ens ing school year. The notification shall be in
'ting. .
(c) Any other provisions of this Act or any other laws to the

cOntwry notwithstanding, no local board of lducation shall employ any
persa as a teacher who has been discharged from the armed forges of
the United States with a dishonorable discharge as a result of desertion
or any person who has fled or removed himself from the United States
for the purpose of avoiding or evading military service in the /armed
forces of the United States excluding those who have been Tully

"pardoned.

32-663a Pupils 'attending school in adjacent local units, of

4 et
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administrati tment of State funds; contracts between local units ,
Notwithstanding e foregoing provisions of this Chapter and other

school laws, the Stat oard of Education is hereby authorized to
provide, by regulation, a ocedure and manner whereby a pupil shall,
for such compelling reasons d circumstances as may be defined an
specified by the State Board, b .ermitted to attend' and be included as
an enrolled '15upil in average dailc\attendance in the public schools of a
local unit of administration immediately adjacent to the local unit of
administration wherein the pupil resides for the purpose of allotting
State funds under the provisions of this Chapter, notwithstanding
absence of an agreement between the two adjacent local units and a
refuSal by the hoard of education of the local unit wherein the pupil-
resides to voluntarily approve such transfer of a pupil to the public
schools of the adjacent local unit: Provided, hOwever, that the board of
education of the adjacent local unit is;:willing to receive and permit such
pupilito enroll in and attend the Public schools of such local unit. The
State Bo'ard shall adopt such rules, regulations and policies as may be
necessary for implenientation of this section. Grant or refusal of
permission for pupils to attend such schools, for the purpose of
permitting State funds to folloi such pupils, shall be entirely
discretionary with the State Board and shall, in the absence of a clear
a use of discretion bythe board, be final and conclusive. Local units of
dministration may 'contract with each other for the care, education

d transportation of pupils and for such other activities as they inti,
be authorized by law to perform. ,

32-664a Voler registration; excused absences
Each ttudent in the public schobls of the State Of Georgia, upon

attaining the age of 18 years, shall be apprised of his right to register _is
an elector and vote in elections upon attaining the age of 1.8 years. The
State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations to
carry out the 'provisions of this section. An ,excused absence of a
student, as determined by the local unit of admi W tion, not to
exceed one school day, shall not be counted against any a al unit of
administration in ascertaining "average daily attendance."

e.
32-664a.1 Pledge, of Allegiance to the flag . ,
Each Student in the public schools of the State of Georgia shat be

afforded the opportdnity to recite'The Pledge of Allegiance toithe ag
of the United States of America during each school day. It shall be the
duty of each local board of education to epablish a policy setting, the

,time and manner for recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. Said policy
shall be established in writing and shall be distributed to each teacher
within the school.
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32 -665a Financial procedures established
FOr the purpose of promoting economy and efficiency in the

financial operation' of local school syStems, keeping all school
expenditures within estimated receipts and balances, and to facilitate
financial review audit of local school system operations, and to
determine conformance of school operations with provisions of law, the
State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish a uniform.,
budget and accounting system and to establish uniform regulations to
be implemented by local school boards. These regulations shall include,
but not be limited to, the following: (a) forms, (b) classifications of
accounts, (c) codes for data processing machines, and .(d) regular
repotting procedures.ln addition, the State Board of Education is=
authorized to prescribe information that must be submitted to the
State Board and the time it must be submitted. In order to ensure
compliance with this Act, the State Board is, authorized to establish a .
financial review section for the limited purpose of reviewing financial
recoids and accounting of localbgarcis.

32-666a Budget procedures established
The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish a

uniform budgeting system to be implemented by local school boards
and to prescribe a date each local board must submit a budget to the
State Board. The regulations developed by the State*Board must make
adequate provision for local review and modification prior to local
approval and submittal to the State Superintendent of Schools' The
State Superintendent shall provide for the examination and preparation
of a written report on the budget of each local unit and submit a copy
to the State Board and the. respective local board of educatiOn. The
State Board ,shall either accept or reject the budget of a local unit. If
the State Board rejects the budget of a local wilt, the local .board shall
receive *written notification and within 30 daysvmust.either make the
required changes or request an appeal as provided for in section
32-669a..

. ,

32-667a Withholding of State funds due to failure to provide local
funds

In the event a local unit of administration fails to provide or use the
amount of local funds reqiiired to be raised and used by the local unit
in support of the cost of the Ade4uate Prpgram. for Education in
Georgia in the local unit during any school year, determItned in
accordance with provisions of this Chapter, the State Board of
Education shall calculate the percentage which the deficiency in local
funds represents of the total local funds required to be raised and used
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by tffelocal unit and reduce the amount of State funds allotted to, the
local unit by the same percentage until such time as the local unit
provides or uses, as the case may be, the required amount of local funds
or makes adequate provision for providing or using the same to the
satisfaction of the State Board. If State funds allotted to a local unit
have been distributed to the local unit when such failure of the local
unit is ascertained, or if an audit of operatioris of the local unit shows
that the local unit did not during-the preceding, or past fiscal school
year actually provide or use the amount of local funds required by
provisions of this Chapter and the approved local budget of the lochl
unit for that year, the State Board of Education shall, for the next
ensuing fiscal school year, ' reduce the amount of State-contributed
Adequate Program for Education funds to he allotted .to the local unit
by an equivalent amount of money and correspoinavingly increase the
amount of local funds to be supplied by the local unit for that fiscal
school year by the same amount of money. The State Board of
Education shall in any event before witeholding or reducing the
amount of State funds to be distributed to a local unit under this
section, notify the local unit of the intention of the Board to withhold
or reduce the- allotment of State funds to the local unit, and state the
reasons for such action. The board of education of the local unit shall
be entitled.to an appeal as provided for in section 32-669a.

32-668a State bids on standard items of school equipment; supplies
and services

(a) The State Board of Education shall, from time to tim-

determine, through 'ptudy and after consultation with the Directoi of
Purchasing and Supplies Division of the Department of Administrative
Services, representatives of local units of administration, and such
others as the board may deem it advisable to consult with, whether an
overall substantial price advanta to local units of administration may
be obtained-by means of a com ned bid by local units through the
State, Superintendent of Schools a the Department of Administrative
SerVices on standard items of schooLequipment, supplies or servicesor
other st'airclard. expenses, to be designated by the State Board,
.ordinarily needed, procured or incurred by local units during the fiscal
school year, without a sacrifice of safety or quality. If the State Board
shall determine that such a price advantage tolocal units tmay be
obtained by such means on any one or more of such items or expenses;
the State Board shall, after consultation with such persons, establish
sets of uniform standai'd specifications for such item or items as may
reasonably be required in order to meet the various needs and
requirements of the several local units of administration. Local units of ,
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' administration shall, at such times as the State Board shall prescribe,
report the probable annual requirement of* the local unit for 44Fh
standard items to the State Board and the requested time for future
delivery of such items. The State Board shall compile such requirements
and submit a compilation of 'the same to the Department of
Administrative Services, together with such other information as may
bp needed or ottervise requested by the Department of Administrative
Services for the purpose of advertising for bids for a uniform State price
on such items.

(b) The Department of Adminfftrative Services sh4.11 advertise for
bids for supply of such items in the same manner followed for State
purchases: Provided, however, that the Department of Administrative
Services shall inform,proSpective bidders that the bid requested is for
the furnishing of such items to the designated *local units of
administration at the times specified on the basis of a single State price
applicable to all local units of administration, that payment for such
items as may be purchased by local ,units shall be made by the
respective local units of administration to theidder, that no guarantee

is made that any purchases will be made from the successful bidder as a
result of such bidding, and such other information as shall be
appropriate under the circumstances. The Department of
Administrative Services shall, upon receipt of bids, process the same in
the same manner followed for State purchases and promptly.notify the
State Board of Education of the name of .the successful bidder, and
such other available information as maybe required by the State Board.
The State-Board shall,promptly forward such information to all local
units of administration.

(c) Local units of administra on are free to obtain competitive bids
from vendors on such standar items of school equipment, supplies, .

services or expenses, based upon uniform specifications established for
such items by the State Board, y purchase such items from the
vendor subrhitting the best therefor to the local unit whether or not
the bid price of such yen or is greater pr less than the State hid price on
such, items: Provided, however, that whenever a local unit purchases
such standard items at a price in excess of theState bid price fOrsuch
items, the State Board shall, when computing standard costs' for
allotment of State funds, disallow the excess cost paid fortsuch'items
by the local unit. The Site Board shall prescribe regulations necessary
for implementation and enforcement of provisions of this section; and.
is authorized to establish minimum, standards and uniform standard .
specifications and procedures for the purchase, distribution, use and
maintenance, as the case may be, of school equipment, supplies,
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services and expenses, as y be designated
)4ether or not State bid p ces are obtained'on su

32-669a Withholding of funds, from localnnits;
In the event a local unit of administration shall

an provision of this Chapter, or other school law
rules, regulations, policies, standards or requipme
State Board, or the terms of any contract with

3f:the State Board, .

h items.

appeal
fail to comply with
, or any,provision of
is established by the
he State Board, the

State Board may, in its discretion, withhold from such local unit all or
any.. part of the State-contributed Adequate Program for Education in
Georgia funds allotted to such local unit under provisions of this
Chapter. until such time as full compliance is made by the local
The State Boardshall, before withholding such funds, notify the local
unit of its intention to withhold such funds and state the reasons for
such action. The board of education of the local unit shall be entitled
to 'a hearing on such matter before such funds are withhel4rAvided
the local board requests such hearing within 30 days from rec6ipt of
such notification. If the local board of education feels itself aggrieved
by the final decision of the State Board following such hearing, the-,.
focal board stall have the right to obtain judicial' review of such
decision, on the record made before the'State Board, by,filing in appeal
in the superior court of the county of the local unit affected. Such
appeal shall plainly specify the decision complained of, the questions in
dispute, the decision of the State Board, the relief sought by the local
board, and the contentions of the focal board. Said appeal shall be
based upon the record as a whole established at the time of the hearing
before the State Board. A transcript, of the testimony and other
evidence adduced before the State Board at the time of such hearing
shall be prepared and certified .i.Ottue and correct by the State
Superintendent of. Schools and filed in the court within 30 days after
the date of service of a copy of the appeal upon the State
Superintendent of Schools, or within such other time as the court may
allokv. T`he decision of the State Board on appeal shall not be set aside if
based upon any substantial evidente in the record, considering the
record as a whole, The court may, ih its peretion, whether or not the
same be prayed for in the appeal, remand such matter for future
proceedings or findings on such directions or terms as may be specified
in the order of the court. Proceedings-for review of the final judgment
of the court shall follow the same course which is now or may hereafter
be prescribed d-for pther civil actions in the superior court.

32-670a Distribution of Sflte funds
The State Board of education shall, by regulation, provide for
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distribution of State funds allotted to local units Under this Chaptel
andbudgets approved by the Slate Board. In determining the time and
manner for distribution jof State funds, the State Board may, in its
discretion, consider the time at which local school tax funds shall be

'collected and made Available to the several local units of administration,
and is hereby authorized fo provide for distribution of State funds to
local units at such times and in such manner as will most likely. meet
the periodic needs of local units fot the State allotted funds, provided
State funds appropriated for such purposes are available at such times.
Slate funds to be distributed to local units under provisions of this
Chapter shall be withdrawn from the State treasury on requisitions to
be signed by the State Superintendent of Schools, which shall be in
accordance with the provisions of such regulations and directiorls of the
State Board. '

32-671a Chapter to be.administered pursuant -to budget laws .

The standards set forth' in sections 32-610a through 32-621a,
.32-624a and 32-62a, and in such other sections as tuch minimum
requirements for funds shall appear, shall be construed as setting out a
basic plan for the direction of the State Board, of Education in planning
a program and presenting proposals to the Governor and to the General
Assembly. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as amending or
modifying in any way Chapter 40- 4.known as the "Budget Act," or any
appropriation Act which is presently in force and effect. The State
Board of Education shall, in all of its programs involving allocation or
expenditure of funds, be governed and controlled by thd provisions of
such Budget Act, such appropriation Acts, and afi other laws of general
application pertaining to the handling and expenditure of State fund,s,
node of w1-rich Acts or laws are'amenaed, modified or repealed by this
chapter unless specifically so provided in this Chapter.

32-672a Coordination with other State *helps
The State Board of Education shall be et-Wwered to form in

conjunction with other Stath 'agencies certain cgprehensive boar& as
needed to ensure the provision of a .compiehensive educational program
lithe students of Georgia. , yY

,. . ),
4

The State Board of t
..,

lucation and Gtor Board of Human
Resources shall hereby establish' a dina 'Commit/ft for
aceptional Individuals and Preschool P rams of !at?? than July 1,

, 1974. The committee shall meet at least o e ev quarter and...wig
of no less than three members fry eac} tke departthents OperAd:'
under the two boards, including at Mast one individual at one ()Nile tops
two levels of managemeht.
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- Editorial Note
Acts 1974, p. 1045, which enacted

and Chapters:
§ 32-509
Chapter 32-6
44 32-705,32-706,32-724

this Chapter, repelled the following sections

Chapter 32 -21 A
Chapter 32-21B
49 32-812,32-441,32-2806

Chapter 32-15 ,
Chapter 32-35
Chapter 32-40 -

e Act then provided that: To the extent -that the provisions of this Act
conflic ith the provisions of any heretofore existing laws not specifically repealed
by this Ac it is the intention of the General Assembly that the provisions of this
Act shall ntrol, but to the extent that such laws do not conflict with the
provisions of this Act, then this Act is hereby declared to be cumulative of and
supplemental to such heretofore existing laws.

The effective date of this Act is July I, 1975. I
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